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THE MOSCOW TRIAL 
ANNCR: 

FOR A BACKGROUND REPORT ON THE LIBEL TRIAL OF TWO AMERICAN 
CORRESPONDENTS IN MOSCOW, CRAIG WHITNEY OF THE NEW YORK TIMES AND 
HAROLD PIPER OF THE BALTIMORE SUN, HERE IS VOA'S MARK HOPKINS 
IN OUR EUROPEAN BUREAU. 

VOICE: 

SOVIET OFFICIALS HAVE NOW SERVED WARNING TO WESTERN REPORTERS 
AND THEIR EDITORS THAT NEWS DISPATCHES FROM MOSCOW WILL BE CLOSELY 
WATCHED, AND IF THE INFORMATION GOES BEYOND WHAT SOVIET 
AUTHORITIES WILL TOLERATE, THE NEWS OPERATIONS WILL BE STOPPED, 
WHAT IS NEW IS THE TECHNIQUE, NOT THE ULTIMATE CENSORSHIP, 

STALIN'S RUSSIA INSTITUTED SUCH CLOSE SCRUTINY THAT FOREIGN 
CORRESPONDENTS USED CODES TO SLIP INFORMATION PAST THE SOVIET 
CENSORS. WHEN FORMAL CENSORSHIP WAS ABOLISHED BY NIKITA 
KHRUSHCHEV, THE SOVIET FOREIGN MINISTER USED HARRASSING TACTICS -- 
PERSONAL ATTACKS IN THE SOVIET PRESS, OFFICIAL WARNINGS, IN 
SOME CASES EXPULSION, 

BUT SOVIET AUTHORITIES HAD NEVER RESPONDED TO THEIR OWN LAWS 
ON LIBEL AND SLANDER TO TRY TO CONTROL THE NEWS FROM MOSCOW, AND 
THIS IS WHAT THEY ARE NOW DOING, MUCH INFORMATION ABOUT 
SUPPRESSION OF POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOMS IN THE 
SOVIET UNION COMES FROM UNOFFICIAL SOURCES, FROM THE SOVIETS WHO 
FEEL THAT THEIR RIGHTS ARE VIOLATED, THIS INFORMATION FROM 
POLITICAL DISSIDENTS OR JEWISH ACTIVISTS OR RELIGIOUS GROUPS 
IS HARSHLY CRITICIAL OF A SOVIET LEADERSHIP THAT LIKES TO 
PORTRAY ITSELF AND THE SOVIET SYSTEM AS MODELS OF DEMOCRATIC 


TRADITION, 
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THE WHITNEY=PIPER CASE HAD ALL THE TRAPPINGS OF A LEGAL 
PROCEDURE. BUT IN FACT THE EVIDENCE IS OVERWHELMING THAT 
POLITICAL TRIALS IN THE SOVIET UNION ARE CUT AND DRIED AFFAIRS 
MEANT TO TEACH A LESSON, THEY ARE, IN EFFECT, MORALITY PLAYS, 
AND THIS TRIAL JUST PLAYED OUT ENDS BY SAYING THAT AMERICANS 
AND OTHER WESTERN REPORTERS IN MOSCOW SHOULD BE CAREFUL ABOUT 
THE INFORMATION THEY PICK UP FROM DISSIDENTS, IF THE 
INFORMATION IS PARTICULARLY DAMAGING, AND IF THE INFORMATION 
IS BROADCAST BACK INTO THE SOVIET UNION BY WESTERN RADIOS, 
THEN SAYS THIS LATEST MORALITY PLAY IN MOSCOW -- THE 
CORRESPONDENTS AND THEIR NEWS ORGANIZATIONS MAY FACE A GOOD DEAL 
OF TIME CONSUMING, EXPENSIVE, LEGAL PROCEDURE. 

THAT IS ONE WAY THAT SOVIET OFFICIALS CAN MAKE REPORTERS 
AND JUST AS IMPORTANTLY, THEIR WESTERN EDITORS IN THE HOME 
OFFICES, THINK TWICE ABOUT PUBLISHING OR BROADCASTING 
INFORMATION HARSHLY CRITICAL OF THE SOVIET UNION, 


JS/RCS 


